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   Message from the President 
 

Dear Pontius Family Association Members, 

 

Best wishes for the New Year to everyone!  
 

It seems we are not done with the Covid pandemic. Regardless, we are 
now planning to have our in-person annual meeting in Illinois this July. For 
further details, please see Ginger’s letter. Registration forms will come later.  
 

Carol Pontious has firmed up an exciting itinerary for the 2023 German trip. 
 
One stop will highlight the 285th anniversary of Anna Rosina, Johannes, 
Nicholas and Maria Pontius’ emigration to America.  

 

We have located the site of the 
1738 emigrant camp near 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands.  

The 2023 tour includes going to the 
De Esch Nature Park on the north 
bank (the Nesserdijk-Nesser Dike) 
of the Nieuwe Maas (New Meuse) 
River. This is the former location of 
the Saint Elbrecht Chapel where 
the Dutch established an area for 
the Palatine Germans to wait for 
their transport ships.  
 

If you go on Carol’s excursion, you will have a historic opportunity to stand 
where probably no Pontius has been since 1738!  I became interested to 
research this part of our family history when I learned that Carol planned to 
include the Netherlands.  
 

Without the help of Gwen Lemmers, a Junior Conservator of the Rotterdam 
Maritime Museum, and her finding the picture above, this location would 
have been lost to our family. Neither Gwen nor myself were able to find any 
other reference as to the former site of this Chapel, not even on old maps.  

A 1744 picture of the Saint Elbrecht Chapel with a 

view of the town of Ijsselmonde on the south bank. 



 

 

In an attempt to learn more about the Palatines, the ship Glasgow, and its Captain Sterling;  
I searched the archives of the Rotterdam city and its newspapers, as well as the archives of 
the United Kingdom. The Rotterdam search found nothing new except the newspapers went 
back only to 1760. The English search was also unfruitful as records for merchant ships and 
crews were not kept until later in the 18 century. I composed an article for a future Bridge 
Builder on the details I was able to find in bits and pieces from a variety of sources.  
 

To ascertain the ease of accessibility to the Nesserdijk for our group, I queried the Rotterdam 
official tourist office. The Nature Park is just west of a major highway and a Maas River 
bridge. The tourist office told me there is a free parking place for a nearby public river beach 
that is large enough for a bus. I confirmed this with a Google satellite view of the area. The 
satellite view also showed a road running along side the Nesserdijk with cars parked on the 
side. So, there should be minimum walking involved to commune with the spirits of our  
German ancestors.  
 

I hope this stop will be an extra enticement for at least 30 members to sign up for the 2023 
trip to Germany, Luxembourg, France, Belgium, and the Netherlands.  
 

Many thanks to Joan Pontius for the latest edition of the Bridge Builder.  This time consuming 
and diligent editorial work has been greatly aided by the efforts of Sheila Osterhaus as the 
long time proof reader.  Thank you very much, Sheila!  Sheila has now asked to be replaced 
as the proof reader.  Christina Lynn (Pontius) Grossman of Colorado has graciously  
volunteered to replace Sheila.  Thank you Christina for taking on this essential task! 
 

See you in Springfield this summer!   Harry F. Pontious, Jr., President 

       hfpjr@hotmail.com   
       540-308-7704 

 

 

Message from our Springfield Reunion 2022 Host: 

 

Dear Pontius Family Members, 

 

Springfield, Illinois is the setting for the Pontius Reunion for 2022. The dates 
are July 14th, 15th, and 16th. This is a remarkable town. It is the State  
Capital and the home for 25 years of our 16th U.S. President and his family. 

 

We will be able to follow Abraham Lincoln’s legacy and experience much of the Springfield 
that Lincoln knew. There is easy access to the Lincoln Family Home, the Great Western Train 
Station, where he boarded the train for Washington, D.C., Lincoln Herndon Law Offices, and 
the State Capital where he gave the “House Divided” speech. It will be like walking in his 
shoes. 

 



 

 

Our own Betty Hall is a well read and knowledgeable Lincoln expert and can give us  
special knowledge about the man considered to be a symbol of democracy and equality 
around the world.   

 

We will be staying at the Carpenter Street Hotel, 525 North 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62702.  It has a free shuttle service to nearby attractions and the Abraham Lincoln Capital 
Airport. Wi-Fi is free, there is a fitness center, daily continental breakfast and 24-hour front 
desk. Microwave and refrigerator are in the room. Parking is free. This economical hotel is 
within walking distance/shuttle/car of the historic locations mentioned.  

 
The cost is $89 per night (plus 14% tax). A block of rooms is being held for the Pontius 
Family by calling (888)779-9100. Local phone is (217)789-9100. Please check cancellation 
requirements when making your reservations.  Be sure to mention “Pontius Family.” 
 
Two main History visits, planned with the Chamber of Commerce, are a group visit to the 
Lincoln Home on Friday afternoon and to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum on Saturday afternoon.  It will be quite interesting to see the parlor, kitchen, and 
bedrooms of the family at the Lincoln Home.  The modern Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum is an amazing and innovative and a true gem. 

 
On your own you may want to visit Oak Ridge Cemetery and the Lincoln Tomb, where he 
rests with his other family members.  The Springfield Visitor Center is combined with  
Lincoln Herndon Law Offices.  Abe was known to let his boys run amuck in the office while 
he read the paper on Sunday and Mary attended church. His law partner had his hands full 
resorting papers. Walking around the town you will see many picture-worthy memorials 
and statues. 
 
Also nearby, the Dana-Thomas House, a Frank Lloyd Wright design Prairie-style home is 
open Monday-Sunday, reservations suggested. 9am to 4pm. Donation. Call 217-782-6776. 
   

There are wonderful restaurants and shops in Springfield, and it will be easy to find dining 
and shopping choices plus Lincoln souvenirs. 

 

A wonderful ending banquet is planned, at the Springfield Art Association Center (SAA). 
Grounds are beautiful and the porch is picture perfect. The Art Gallery adjoins the  
Edwards Place Historical Home. Mary Todd’s older sister lived here, and we have a mini 
tour planned. This is where Mary Todd, courted on the couch with Abe and had their  
wedding. Original piano that played their wedding music is still there.       
         

         Blessings, 

          Ginger Johnson 

         314-210-7893 (cell) 

 

 



 

 

FUTURE REUNION DATES:  Please mark your calendars and join us. 

2022  We will be meeting in Springfield, Illinois, July 14, 15, and 16. 

   Home of Abraham Lincoln. (Registration form in next newsletter.) 

   Hosted by Ginger Johnson. 

 

2023  We will be meeting in the Denver, Pennsylvania area June 1, 2, and 3 

             for the 285th Anniversary of Johannes, Nicholas, and Maria in the USA. 

  Hosted by Rita Christman and Denise Millard. (Note: Reunion in JUNE) 

 

2023  Proposed trip to Germany September 14-25. (Details in this Newsletter.)  

  Hosted by Carol Pontious and Marcelle McMillen. 

 MEMBERSHIP 

 

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Jonathan Weaver  (N-157272*31) of Dayton OH        Son of Life member, Fred Weaver.  

               Grandson of Alna (Pontius) Allen. 

 

Angela Pavelka (N-156272*11) of Dayton OH Niece of Life Member, Fred Weaver. 

        Granddaughter of Alna (Pontius) Allen. 

Todd Havens (N-156272*12) of Los Angeles CA  Nephew of Life Member Fred Weaver. 

          Grandson of Alna (Pontius) Allen. 

Thank you to Fred Weaver for purchasing Life memberships for his relatives. 

 

WELCOME NEW REGULAR MEMBERS 

Royce Rathbone of Hampstead MD Grandson of Jean Pontius Rathbone (deceased)

       and son of Life member Jonathan Rathbone. 

 

BRIDGE BUILDER  

We hope you have all received our newest Bridge Builder #47.  Thanks 
again to our Editor, Joan Pontius, and proofreader, Sheila Osterhaus, as 
well as all those who submitted articles.   

Please continue to send any articles for future issues to our Bridge  
Builder Editor, Joan Pontius at 4879 Manor Lane, Ellicott City MD 21042 
or joanpontius@yahoo.com or call her at 443-963-4403.   



 

 

GERMAN TRIP 2023 
 
“A journey is best measured in friends, rather than miles.” – Tim Cahill  
 
The joy of traveling again together with friends and family is becoming a reality. 
 
We have been working with our travel agent at Value Holidays to build another adventure abroad.  
At this time, we have finalized an itinerary for September 14 - 25, 2023.  
 
First, we will make our way to Germany for an International Pontius Family Reunion.  We will spend 
the first few days enjoying the company of our German cousins and their amazing hospitality. Lots  
of memorable food and interesting conversation awaits in a fantastic setting nestled in the German 

countryside. Plus some really remarkable beer.  �  
 
Following the celebration, we will embark on a bus tour to explore parts of Europe. We will be  
journeying to several countries with highlights in Belgium, France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 
 
For those of you who were with us during the last trip, some of the group-led tours at the locations 
were rather daunting. This time, Marcelle and I decided upon a more leisurely itinerary that will allow 
more time to explore on your own. We have not planned any specific group led tours. You can 
choose to visit whatever interests you or perhaps you might just want to sit at a café and relax with a 
coffee or refreshment (beer ☺).  
 
The itinerary for the trip is included with this newsletter, as well as the Registration Form. 
 
We hope you will come along with us in 2023.  This is a great opportunity to connect with your past 
and enjoy your present. So – dust off your luggage & dig out your passport! 
 
Join us for a memorable visit with your German cousins and a fantastic time exploring Europe! 
 
       Carol Pontious 
       724-859-4652 
       Pont0@comcast.net 
 
   *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
PAYMENT DETAILS:   The cost of the trip is $4,000.00 (based on double occupancy) and the single  
supplement is an additional $790.00.  This will be a 12-day trip—see itinerary for details. 
 
The first deposit/payment of $500 per person will be due by March 1, 2022. 
 
$   500.00 per person due by March 1, 2022 
$1,000.00 per person due by August 1,2022 
$   500.00 per person due by November 1, 2022 
$1,000.00 per person due by March 1, 2023 
$1,000.00 per person due by June 15, 2023 
$4,000.00   
 
Contact Carol at Pont0@comcast.net or 724-859-4652 as soon as possible to let her know of 
your intentions of going on the trip.  The PFA’s first deposit is due to the travel agency in mid-March 
so we need to know before then if we have at least 30 people going on the trip.  
 
The German Trip Registration Form is also available on our website: pontiusfamilyassociation.org. 

Checks should be made payable to: 
       Pontius Family Association  
Mail with Sign-Up Form to: 
Roberta Bongorno, Treasurer 
21810 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland OH 44118-4816.  



 

 

  
 

  A Division of Legacy Travel Group  

   

PONTIUS FAMILY REUNION  

                    GERMANY/FRANCE/BELGIUM & THE NETHERLANDS  
 

Day 1 – Thursday, September 14, 2023 USA – Frankfurt Depart the USA to Frankfurt, Germany.  

  

Day 2 – Friday, September 15, 2023  Frankfurt – Nohfelden/Saarland  

After arrival in Frankfurt board your motor coach for your transfer to your hotel in Nohfelden where you will meet the other  

members of your group. Welcome dinner at your hotel.                    (D)  

  

Day 3 – Saturday, September 16, 2023           Nohfelden/Saarland  

Whole day for sightseeing and reunion activities.                (B)  

   

Day 4 – Sunday, September 17, 2023  Nohfelden/Saarland  

Morning opportunity to attend church service with your relatives.            (B)  

 

Day 5 – Monday, September 18, 2023            Nohfelden - Reims  

Cross the border into Luxembourg. Your first stop is the Luxembourg American  

Cemetery. Over 5,000 American Soldiers and General Patton are buried here after 

fighting in the Battle of the Bulge. Continue to the Luxembourg city center and  

explore the ruins of medieval fortifications and the charming historic part of the 

town. Continue and cross the border into France. Your destination today is Reims. 

You will be greeted by the Reims Cathedral which was the traditional location for the 

coronation of the Kings of France.           (B, D)  

  

  

 

Day 6 – Tuesday, September 19, 2023             Reims    

This morning visit Reims Cathedral. Reims was also the location where on May 7, 1945 at 2:41 AM the German Surrender was 

signed which ended WWII. Your tour will end with a visit of Taittinger Champagne. Champagne is stored in the former cellars  

of Saint Nicaile Abbey going back to the 13th century! Your visit concludes with a tasting of their fine Champagne.    (B)  

  

Day 7 – Wednesday, September 20, 2023  Reims – Bruges  

Depart Reims and drive north. Your destination today is Gravelines. This town located on the English Channel is encircled by 

ramparts and moats and played an deciding role during the 12 year war between France and England 1547 - 1559. From here 

on to Dunkirk located on the border to Belgium. Dunkirk is famous for the evacuation of allied soldiers during WWII in 1940.  

From France into Belgium. Your destination today is the charming town of Bruges.   (B,D)  

  

                                                        10224 North Port Washington Road  Mequon, Wisconsin 53092-5755  

                                                                 Phone 262.241.6373  1.800.558.6850  Fax 262.241.6379    

                                                                 E-mail  sales@legacytravelgroup.com  www.valhol.com  

  



 

 

Day 8 – Thursday, September 21, 2023                      Bruges  

Growing to wealth in the 15th century due to its coastal location you still can see the man-

sions of merchants when you walk through the medieval streets. Don’t miss the Church of 

our Lady with Michelangelo's statue Madonna with Child (1501-1504).  A good way to get 

an impression of this town is on a canal cruise. Don’t forget to taste two items the town is 

famous for, beer and chocolate. (B)  

  

Day 9 – Friday, September 22, 2023  Bruges – Ghent - Amsterdam   

    

   First stop this morning is Ghent.  

   Explore the medieval city center around St. Nicholas Church. Ghent is the place 

where the treaty of Ghent was signed which ended the war of 1812 between the 

U.K. and the U.S.  After some time to explore the city on your own continue your 

tour and cross the border to the Netherlands. Stop at the port Rotterdam where 

many of your ancestors started their journey to the U.S. On to Netherland’s  

   capital of Amsterdam.                                        (B, D)  

  

Day 10 – Saturday, September 23, 2023                     Amsterdam  

Today’s excursion takes you into the typical Dutch countryside crisscrossed with canals, authentic wooden houses, windmills, Fishing 

villages and historic shipyards. Return to Amsterdam mid-afternoon.                        (B)  

  

Day 11– Sunday, September 24, 2023                          Amsterdam   

What better way to explore Amsterdam then on a canal boat cruise. Pass famous sights such as the Anne Frank House, the Heineken 

Brewery and the Rijksmuseum with masterpieces from Rembrandt and Vermeer.      (B, D)  

  

Day 12 – Monday, September 25, 2023                       Amsterdam - USA     

This morning board your transfer motor coach to the Schiphol airport for your return flight to the U.S.  (B)  

 INCLUDED IN OUR SERVICES ARE:  

 *  Air transportation Chicago to Frankfurt and Amsterdam to Chicago via regular scheduled airline. Current taxes and international                 

 surcharges are included. Other gateways are available upon request.  

 *  Hotel accommodations in superior tourist class hotels, double occupancy incl. all taxes & service charges  

 *  Services of an English-speaking tour director throughout (except gratuity)  

 *  Transportation by private de-luxe motor coach including all driver expenses (except gratuity)  

 *  Daily breakfast and a total of 5 dinners as indicated in the itinerary (B=breakfast, D=dinner)  

 *  Included admissions to Reims Cathedral and Taittinger Champagne 

 *  Canal cruises in Bruges and Amsterdam    

NOT INCLUDED IN OUR SERVICES ARE:  

Any fees associated with passports or visas; required vaccinations & tests, excess baggage charges; items of a personal nature such as phone, internet,  

laundry or mini-bar; public transportation;  beverages other than those served at breakfast, except if mentioned above; any items not listed as tour inclusions.  

TRAVEL INSURANCE:   

We strongly recommend the purchase of travel insurance.  

 

RATES - (per person):  

Based on a minimum participation of 30 paying participants    $ 4,000.00  

Single Supplement:             $     790.00  



 

 

Pontius Family Association 
Cemetery Restoration Report 

 
In keeping with the Pontius Family Association Articles of Incorporation Article III -Purposes (e). To identify,  
locate, rehabilitate, and rebuild graves, memorials, markers, and edifices and to finance such work and  
rehabilitation through voluntary contributions by members of the Association or others desiring to  
contribute. We have established the Cemetery Restoration Committee. This committee has been established 
to help PFA members with the expense of repair or replacement of a stone. The committee will carefully  
consider all applications and will make the decision on what will be done and the amount that can be spent 
on the repair and or replacement of a stone. Please note all replacement stones will be small head stones and 
will only include the name and dates of the deceased.  
 
Name of Applicant: ____________________________________   PFA # _____________________________  
 
Phone: (______)__________________    Address: _______________________________________________  
 
City: _______________________   State:__________   Zip: ____________  
 
Name of Deceased: _________________________________   PFA Number if known____________________  
 
Date of Birth: _______________________________     Date of Death: _______________________________  
 
Name of Cemetery: _________________________________ Address: _______________________________  
 
City:________________________   State: __________   Zip: _________     Phone: ______________________  
 
Section: _______________________________________   Lot: ____________________   Row: ___________  
 
Name of Local Monument Company: ________________________________ Phone: ___________________  
 
Address: ______________________________ City: __________________ State: ______ Zip:____________  
 
Is deceased a Veteran?  Yes   No    If yes:   Branch of Service:______________________________________  
Unit: ______________________________________________________ Rank: _______________________  
Deceased Social Security Number (if known) ___________________________  
 
Degree of Damage:  Cracked: _____ Broken in more than two pieces: _______ Laid down but whole: _____  
Needs re-engraved: _______   Missing: _______   Footer still usable?   Yes   No  
Information on stone if legible: (Please copy all information as it appears on the stone:) ________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Requirements:      Send to:  Barb Remy, 7235 Baker Rd. Colorado Springs CO 80908 
Please attach photo/s of the stone and/or area in which stone will be placed.  
Please send copy of cemetery records and obituary (if available) for the deceased.  
Are there descendants who are willing to make a donation towards the purchase cost? Yes__ No__  
If yes, please indicate the amount you have been able to collect. ________________ 
Please list the names of those descendants who have made donations on the back.  
After the repair or replacement of a stone we ask that you send a photo of it.  



 

 

BRIDGE BUILDER LIBRARY PROJECT        2018-2021 
 

August 25, 1990, at the Tacoma, Washington, Pontius Family Reunion, Norma Paden Locke presented a 
check for $1,000 to the PFA from the members of the family of Pearl Pontius Paden Mead (1896-1989)  
in her memory.  This was to be used for purchase of the Pontius Family History and Genealogy Books, 
when published, for distribution in designated libraries across the USA.  The funds were deposited in a 
Certificate of Deposit and grew to almost $2,500.  
 
At our meeting in 2018, the PFA Board voted to give select libraries a complete set of Bridge Builders  
using these funds which we have been calling the Mead Memorial Fund, since there is no book being 
published.  Miriam Brown volunteered to organize this project.   Over the last three years, Miriam Brown, 
assisted by Anita DeGraff (descendant of the Paden/Mead family) contacted and re-contacted over 40  
libraries across the United States (representing 16 states) to find out if they would like to have a full set 
of our Bridge Builders to put on their shelves.  Libraries closing because of Covid increased the time span 
and communications difficulties of this project.  Miriam compiled a list of 35 libraries who wanted to 
have our publication, some of whom already had several volumes on their shelves. 
 
Bobbie and Dave Bongorno traveled to Troy, Ohio, to pick up the inventory of Bridge Builders that had 
been housed at Jeannette and Fred Weaver’s home since the early 2000s.  They determined which  
volumes needed to be copied in order to have 40 compete sets of Bridge Builders Volume 1-46.  Bobbie 
arranged for the additional copies to be printed. In August 2020, they boxed and shipped a set to 33  
libraries from the list provided by Miriam.   Along with each set, the libraries received a letter, a Bridge 
Builder Catalog, a PFA Membership Application, and a request not to digitize our publication. (The State 

Library of Pennsylvania has requested we hold them until a later date due to renovations in their library.) 

 
The total expense for having additional copies produced and shipping was $2,611.88.  The Mead  
Memorial Fund covered $2,500 and balance was paid by PFA general fund.  We have received many  
favorable comments from the libraries, some of which are printed here: 
 
COMMENTS FROM LIBRARIES: 
Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN—Thank you so very much for reaching out to us and providing this 
generous donation.  We truly believe The Bridge Builder is an important part of our collection and an invaluable  
resource for our many, many researchers. --- Kathy Burd, Genealogy Center. 
 
Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN - Thank you for your generous gifts of The Bridge Builder.  They are a  
welcome addition to our collection of family and local history materials and I am sure they will be of great use to the 
hundreds of researchers who use the facilities of the Genealogy Center each week.  It is through the generosity of  
individuals such as yourself that our department is able to maintain its margin of excellence.  I deeply appreciate your 
interest in our collections.   --- Curt B. Witcher, Manager, Genealogy Center.           
 
State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, IA - Thank you for following up about your donation. These 
Bridge Builder issues will make a great addition to our genealogy collection. ---- Jessica Nay, Librarian                

        Miriam Pontius Brown      Anita Bruce DeGraff 



 

 

COMMENTS FROM LIBRARIES (continued): 
 
Bates County Museum, Butler, MO - The delivery was made and the magazines are shelved in our Archives & Research 
Room.  The collection is absolutely spectacular.  I have never seen a body of work like this.  There may well be other family  
histories that compare to this, but I've never seen them!  It is an honor for us to have this available to researchers.  Many thanks to 
you, and all involved, for gifting our Museum with the Pontius family Bridge Builders collection. 
 
I again extend the offer for you to visit our Museum anytime you might be in our area.  It would be a joy to meet you, and I'd be very 
pleased to have you see our facility.  Thank you very much for all your attention to this matter and for the particular care you have 
given. ---  Warmest regards, Peggy Buhr, Director 
 
Midwest Genealogy Center, Independence, MO. -  I am excited about making the Bridge Builders available to  
customers at our Library.   In checking our catalog, I do not see that we have the Bridge Builder publication, and we would be tickled 
pink to add those to our collection.  Thank you very much for thinking of us.  It is folks like you who have helped make this library 
such a wonderful resource for family history.  We very much appreciate the generous donation and look forward to adding it to our 
collection. ----- Cheryl A. Lang, Manager. 
 
Omaha Public Library, Omaha, NE - We would be delighted to accept this donation.  Thank you so much!  We have a fairly large 
periodical section in our genealogy room, and this will be a great addition. ---  Martha Grenzeback, Genealogy & Local History Li-
brarian  
 
Chillicothe & Ross County Public Library, Chillicothe OH - Yesterday, (8/25/2020) we received our copies of "The Bridge 
Builder".  Thank you for your organization's kind donation.  We hope it will prove useful to genealogists who come to our library for 
research. --- Sandy Grigsby, Genealogy Dept. 
 
Columbus Metropolitan Library, Columbus, OH - This is so unusual for a group to be so complete & organized!  We are definite-
ly still interested in print copies of Bridge Builders. - Angela O’Neal, Manager, Local History & Genealogy. 
 
Dayton Metro Library, Dayton, OH -  On behalf of the library it is with much gratitude that we receive the complete run of 
the Bridge Builder, the Official Publication of the Pontius Family Association, ISSN 0743-8958, from 1968-2020. 
The Dayton area has a strong concentration of people of German American heritage including some Pontius family members.  I be-
lieve these newsletters will come in handy for people researching Pontius and allied families.  We have a number of other family 
association newsletters, but most of these sets are missing at least one issue, so a COMPLETE set is particularly appreciated.   ---- 
Shawna Woodard, Genealogy Information Services Library.       
 
Toledo-Lucas County Public Library, Toledo, OH -Your thoughtfulness and generosity in recently giving our Local History and 
Genealogy Department issues from 1969-2020 of  the periodicals, “The Bridge Builder” are greatly appreciated.  An additional piece 
of the history of the Lucas County, Ohio area has been preserved with your help.  Please accept the heartfelt thanks of the library and 
its patrons who will benefit from your gift in the years to come. — Jill Gregg Clever, Manager 

 
LIST of 33 Libraries that now have full sets of Pontius Bridge Builders: 
 
COLORADO 
Denver Public Library, Western History/Genealogy Dept., 10 W. 14th Ave., Denver, CO  80204 
 
ILLINOIS 
Freeport Public Library, Local History Room, for Stephenson Cty. Genealogy Society,  
100 E. Douglas St., Freeport, IL  61032 
 
Urbana Free Public Library, 210 W. Green St., Urbana, IL  61801 
 
INDIANA 
Allen County Public Library, 900 Library Plaza, Fort Wayne, IN  46802  
 
Elkhart Public Library, Genealogy and Local History, 300 South Second Street, Elkhart, Indiana 46516 
 
IOWA 
Iowa Genealogical Society, 628 E. Grand Ave, Des Moines IA 50309 
 
State Historical Society of Iowa Library, 600  E. Locust, Des Moines, IA  50319 
 
KANSAS 
Wichita Public Library, 711 W. 2nd St., Wichita, KS  67203 



 

 

LIST of Libraries (continued): 

 

MICHIGAN 

Michigan Library and Historical Center, Archives of Michigan, 702 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 48915 

 

Detroit Public Library - Burton Historical Collection, 5201 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI  48202 

 

MISSOURI  

Bates County Museum, 802 Elks Drive, Butler, MO 64730 

 

Midwest Genealogy Center, 3440 S Lee’s Summit Road, Independence, MO  64055 

 

NEBRASKA 

Omaha Public Library, West Dale Clark Library – Main Library, 215 S. 15th St., Omaha, NE  68102 

 

OHIO 

Akron-Summit County Public Library, 60 S. High St.. Akron, OH  44326-0001 

 

Chillicothe & Ross County Public Library, 550 Buckeye St., Chillicothe, OH  45601 

 

Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH  43215 

 

Dayton Metro Library, 215 E. Third St., Dayton OH 45402 

 

The Ohio Genealogical Society, 611 State Route 97 West, Bellville OH 44813 

 

Pickaway County Library, 1160 N. Court St., Circleville, Oh 43113 

 

Stark Library, 715 Market Ave. N, North Canton, OH  44702  

 

Toledo-Lucas County Public Library, 325 N. Michigan St., Toledo, OH  43604 

 

Wayne County Library – Genealogy & Local History, 304 N Market St., Wooster, OH 44691 

 

Western Reserve Historical Society, 10825 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH  44106 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Carnegie Library, 4400 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA  15213  

 

Northumberland County Historical Society, 1150 N. Front St., Sunbury, PA  17801 
 
Snyder County Historical Society, 30 East Market St., PO Box 276, Middleburg, PA  17842 
 
Union County Historical Society, Union County Courthouse, 103 S. 2nd St., Lewisburg, PA  17837 
 
TEXAS 
Dallas Library, Genealogy & History Division, J. Erik Jonsson Central, 1515 Young St., Dallas, TX  75201 
 
UTAH  
Family History Library, 35 North West Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT  84150 
 



 

 

LIST of Libraries (continued): 

 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle Public Library, Special Collections Dept., 1000 Fourth Ave., Seattle, WA  98104 

 

Tacoma Public Library, 1102 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma, WA  98402 

 

WASHINGTON D.C. 

Library of Congress, 101 Independence Ave., Washington DC  20540 

 

WISCONSIN  

Wisconsin Historical Society, 816 State St., Madison, WI  53706 

 

We are pleased to have completed this important project and grateful for the Mead/Paden 

family’s contribution which funded it.  We hope that many will be able to enjoy our Bridge 

Builder publications when they visit these libraries. 

 
 Miriam Weber Brown  
 Anita DeGraff (granddaughter of Pearl Pontius Paden Mead) 
 Contact & Correspondence Team 
 
 Bobbie & David Bongorno 

 Collating, Compiling & Shipping Team 
 
Many thanks to Miriam her diligent and detailed work keeping track of this project.   

  

Message from the Editor—Bobbie Bongorno 

I sincerely hope that you and your families are staying healthy during these odd times. 

Please call Ginger Johnson (314-210-7893) if you would like to offer any assistance for the 

Springfield reunion in 2022.  Help is always appreciated. 

If you have anything you would like to have included in the next Newsletter, please let me 

know.  We would be glad to include items of interest to our membership, including family 

announcements or travels.  Send to: 21810 Fairmount Blvd, Cleveland OH 44118 or  

Bjbongo@sbcglobal.net. 

 

"Doctor, I think I have amnesia." 

"Amnesia?" said the doctor.  When did this start?" 

"When did what start?" 



 

 

Message from the Archivist—Micheal Pontious 

Joan Pontius and I have been working together to update the 3 generational charts for the 

back of the Bridge Builders including Pontius Family Association (PFA) numbers.  What I 

have noticed is that the old generational charts do not match with what I have in Family Tree 

Maker database. The old charts have different birth dates for some relatives or no birth 

dates.  For most of these, I have birth dates. Unfortunately, it does change the children  

order and thus affect the PFA numbers.   

The biggest changes will be: 

J-3 Peter Pontius 1747-1835 

N-1 Daniel 1750-1813 

     N-2 John Martin 1759 (was 1757)-1843and N-3 Mary 1758-1830 will swap 

J-(10) M Elizabeth 1763-1851 may have another 6 children to add if confirmed. 

There will be minor changes to: 

J-4 Nicholas 1749-1831 

    J-42 Adam 1782-1864 and J-43 Elizabeth 1781-1830 will swap positions 

J-5 John Jr 1751-1836 

     J-53 Esther 1788-1880 and J-54 Jacob 1783-1845 will swap 

J-6 Mary 1752-1811  

     J-6*2 (J-6*3) Henry had no date (1781-1849) will be after J-6*3 (J-6*2) Elisabeth  

     (1780-1863) will swap.   

This will affect all subsequent generations as well.   I am open to any comments or  

corrections from our membership especially if they know sources that I am unaware of. 

Please send to mspontious@cox.net or 6006 South 109 St, Omaha, NE 68137-4602. 

We have not been tracking the PFA numbers in Family Tree Maker because of the problem 

that occurs when the records change and getting all the numbers changed.  My sister,  

Melody Pontious, and I have been working on a spreadsheet to try and track these numbers 

and make it easier to find and change the numbers as needed.  Unfortunately, all persons 

will need to be entered living and deceased which is a monumental task.  It will be a while 

before it is ready. 

 

Nothing is constant but change. 



 

 

  

DECEASED MEMBERS 
Remembering their families in sympathy. 

 

Hazel Pontious    (1940—2021) 

Hazel Screna (Carlisle) Pontious, 80 of Lincolnville, Kansas, passed away  
October 11, 2021. Hazel was born October 17, 1940, to Straud Franklin and Alice 
Marie (Helms) Carlisle in Grainola, Oklahoma. On June 1, 1958, at the age of 17, 
Hazel married Jay Early Pontious and they celebrated 60 years of marriage before 
his death in 2019. They made their first home in Foraker, OK.  
 

Survivors include son Brad Pontious; daughters Gloria Pontious, Alice Pontious; Roberta (Ron) 
McGlachlin; adopted son, Sam (Dena) Bowman; sisters Frankie Fulsom,  Arley (Lonnie), 13 
Grandchildren, 37 Great Grandchildren and 4 Great-Great Grandchildren. 
 
Hazel was preceded in death by husband, Jay; infant son, Jimmy Wayne; brothers Bill and John. 
 
Hazel and Jay (J-7354724) joined the PFA in 1989 and were Life members since 2008. 

 

 

Janet Pontius     (1924-2018) 

Janet (Irgens) Pontius was the wife of long-time President of the PFA, Philip W. 

Pontius.  She served as PFA Secretary and Treasurer and then as Secretary for 

many, many years until 2009, attending all the Pontius reunions and traveling 

with the PFA on several German Trips to visit our Pontius cousins.    

Recently, when Janet’s mailings were returned as undeliverable, I was unable to find an obituary 

but did find that she died January 3, 2018, at 93 and was buried next to Philip in Utah State  

Veterans Memorial Park, Bluffdale, Utah.  

Janet was born October 22, 1924, and was the mother of Life members Gail Schomaker (Nick) 

and Jay Pontius, grandmother of five, and great grandmother.  She is the sister-in-law of Life 

member, Marianna Pontius of Illinois. 

Jan and Philip (J-1439511) were members of the National Pontius Association since 1967 when it 

was started by Phil’s father, Joseph Philip Pontius in Keokuk, Iowa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

James E. Punches  (1940—2021) 
 
James Eugene Punches, 81, passed away November 16, 2021 at his home in 
Green River, Wyoming. He was a resident of Wyoming for the past thirty years, 
and a former resident of Ohio, Florida and California. 
 
He was born August 5, 1940, in Ohio to James Pirl Punches Jr and Mildred 
Ternissia Slone Punches. He married Ann Robinson in 1964 and had two  

daughters, Heather Alyson, and Alicia Michele. He married Debra Ralston in 1983 and had son,  
Ian Jameson. He is survived by daughter Alicia Cook, son Ian Punches and grandchildren Connor 
and Rhiannon Tyrrell; brothers Colin C. Punches, Wm. Alan Punches, Leslie D. Punches, Richard 
Dixon and sisters Vicki T. Vesh and Katrina Courtright. He was preceded in death by daughter, 
Heather Waugh, and sisters Patricia Donohue and Kieron Blackburn. 
 
“Jim” to his coworkers, “Gene” to his family; spent 1978 in Antarctica studying the ozone layer. He 
did a tour for the US Government in Helsinki, Finland. He helped develop the guidance systems for 
the Apache Helicopters, and now common laser scanners. He also helped build the lens technology 
for the Hubble Telescope and the Voyager II program for NASA. He was a man of intelligence and 
held numerous degrees in different fields. A proud aerospace engineer. Retired with dignity and  
respect from his coworkers in 1990. He will be missed; the world will never know his true  
accomplishments in life except through the accomplishments of his surviving children. 
 
There will be a memorial service at Fox Funeral Home on April 29, 2022, at 2800 Commercial Way, 
Rock Springs, WY 82901. The family plans to inter his remains in the family plot in Oakshade, Ohio. 
 
James (U Peter ca 1785) joined the PFA in 1992 and became a Life member in 2006.   
 
Jim was interested in using census data and DNA to verify what we know of Pontius ancestry.   
He was administrator of a website (www.familytreedna.com/groups/pontius-family-dna-project)  
dedicated to documenting DNA similarities and differences among the various Pontius linages.   
His recent article in Bridge Builder #47 proposes identities for the Pontius families in Pennsylvania 
census records from 1810, 1820, and 1830. 
 

DECEASED Non-MEMBERS 

Ronald Pontius    (1945—2020) 

Ronald Pontius, 74, of Madisonville, Texas, died December 6, 2020. He was born  
December 20, 1945 in Algonac, Michigan, to Elmer & Aileen Grace (Endleman)  
Pontius. He grew up in Mission, and attended the University of Texas at Pan American 
receiving his Bachelors and Master’s degrees. He also served the U.S. Air Force. 
 
Ronald was a school counselor worked in Edinburg, Texas, and in Brady, Texas. He 

enjoyed art sculpturing and spending time with his five grandchildren and two sons.  

Ronald was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Paul Pontius. He is survived by his wife 
of fifty years, Ginny Pontius of Madisonville; sons, Ben (Amy) Pontius of The Woodlands and Justin 
(Beverly) Pontius of Frisco; brother, Lewis Pontius of Moore, OK and five grandchildren. 
 
Ronald was the father of Life member Benjamin Pontius (N-73231231) of Spring TX, brother of Life 
member Paul Pontius (N-7323121)(deceased 8/27/17), and brother-in-law of Louise Pontius of TX. 

      *    *    *    *   *    * 

   We have printed partial obituaries in this Newsletter.  To read the entire obituary, please  
 search on Google or contact Bobbie Bongorno at 216-360-9561 to have a copy sent to you. 



 

 

Roberta J. Bongorno, Treasurer 

PONTIUS FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

21810 Fairmount Boulevard 

Shaker Heights OH 44118-4816 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Bridge Builder  Articles for the next Bridge Builder are needed!  Please submit to our Editor, Joan Pontius, 4879 
Manor Lane, Ellicott City MD 21042 or joanpontius@yahoo.com or call Joan at 443-963-4403. 
 
Future Newsletter articles may be sent to Bobbie Bongorno at bjbongo@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Reunion Photo Books  Picture books created by Dave and Bobbie Bongorno are available for past reunions.  If you 
would like a copy, please send $7.50 each to cover the booklet and postage to: Pontius Family Association, Roberta 
Bongorno, 21810 Fairmount Blvd, Cleveland OH 44118-4816.  Be sure to indicate which year(s) you want.  
PDF versions are available for free—email request to Bjbongo@sbcglobal.net. 
 2019 Hannibal, Missouri 
 2018 Iowa City, Iowa   2013 Denver, Pennsylvania 
 2017 Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania  2012 Circleville, Ohio 
 2016 Richmond, Virginia  2010 St. Louis, Missouri 
 2015 Frankenmuth, Michigan  2009 Belleville, Michigan 
 2014 Bryan/College Station, Texas 2008 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

  
Email List - If you are not already on our “email” list and would like to receive PFA updates between the published 
Newsletter mailings, please send your email address to Bobbie at bjbongo@sbcglobal.net.   
Be sure to edit your settings to allow our group email to be received. 
Address Changes - Please remember to send any address changes to Bobbie Bongorno at the address above or 
Bjbongo@sbcglobal.net or call 216-360-9561.  Thank you--this helps us keep our postage costs down.  Also, if you 
know of someone's passing, please forward specific information and/or obituaries. 
Membership Applications and Registration Forms are available at www.pontiusfamilyassociation.org  
or from Bobbie Bongorno at 216-360-9561. 
 
  Mark your calendars for July 14, 15, and 16, 2022, in Springfield, Illinois ! 
 


